
REVIEWS SOFTWARE

92 MacFormat.co.uk May 2006

ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE

MYOB Accounting Plus
£361 Advanced accounting software for small to medium-sized businesses

Accounting packages for 
Mac OS are few and far 
between, particularly 

when it comes to the UK market. 
Anyone running their own 
company knows how important 
it is to keep on top of their 
accounts, especially when it 
comes to filing tax returns. 
 MYOB is one of the longest 
running accounts packages 
available for Mac and PC, with 
both versions pretty much 
identical in terms of features. 
This may not initially seem 
important, but if you’re doing 
your accounting on a Mac, it’s 
good to know that at some 
point in the future you will be 
able to hand the information 
over to a trusted accountant, 
irrespective of whether they 
work on a Mac or PC. They will 
then be able to fill in the 
multitude of gaps you are likely 
to have left during the year, all 
ready for your yearly accounts 
audit or the tax inspector. 

What’s your flavour?
The package itself comes in 
three distinct flavours: MYOB 
BusinessBasics for those starting 
out and sole traders, MYOB 
Accounting for simple account-
keeping for small to medium-
sized businesses (SMEs), and 
MYOB Accounting Plus for the 
complete works. Most people 
will find that BusinessBasics 
includes everything they need; 

when your business grows it’s 
easy enough to upgrade to 
include the extra features and 
functionality of the more 
expensive versions. 
 Accounting packages are by 
nature slightly confusing, with 
a multitude of areas, functions 
and features that have no 
apparent relevance to your 
business or situation. If you have 
had the pleasure of filling in a 
tax return or attempting to use 
other accounts packages, you’ll 
be familiar with the complexity 
with which these forms and 
packages can be constructed. 
MYOB is one of the first 
accounting packages we’ve used 
that hasn’t left us trying to find 
something else more important 
to get on with, putting off the 
dreaded moment until it’s 
absolutely essential. 
 Once you’ve installed the 
software, the Start New 
Company wizard asks you to 
enter your details in a step-by-

step process. You should be up 
and running in about ten 
minutes. If you get stuck along 
the way there are several help 
files and excellent supporting 
literature in paper format for you 
to flick through, and if you find 
yourself at a real loss you can 
always phone the support line. 
Best of all, though, is a feature 
on the website that enables you 
to locate the nearest accountant 
who supports the software (we 
found one within a ten-mile 
radius, who was very helpful). 

Start as you mean to go on
Although MYOB Accounting Plus 
is considerably easier to use than 
packages such as Sage, careful 
attention is still needed when 
starting out. It’s worth taking a 
little time to list the features that 
are applicable to you and to 
configure these correctly at the 
outset. MYOB comes with several 
standard forms for invoices, 
receipts and payroll, which can 

all be customised in a few simple 
clicks to include your logo and 
company information.
 There are several new or 
enhanced features in this 
version, which generally improve 
workflow issues for payroll, 
record management and, most 
interestingly, stock control – 
great if you decide to start up 
an eBay shop. Tie-ins with your 
bank accounts also enable you 
to quickly see where the money 
flows and grows, with your 
downloadable bank statements 
configurable to the software.
 If you own a Mac then MYOB 
is the best accounts package out 
there for use in the UK. Unlike 
rival packages, it hasn’t been 
written with just the accountant 
in mind. MYOB contains 
everything you need to record 
your yearly financial dealings, 
with enough online support to 
back you up when you get stuck. 
New workflow enhancements 
make it easy to control your 
stock and quickly find your 
customer details, among other 
things. Overall, this is a fantastic 
accounting package.
Ali Jennings

CONTACT INFO

Telephone 020 8997 5500
URL www.myob.co.uk

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

G3, 128MB RAM, Mac OS X 10.1, 90MB hard 
disk space, 35MB additional disk space per 
company file

FOR AND AGAINST

Thorough
Online banking integration
Stock auditing
Customisable templates 
Training courses available
Payroll management

VERDICT 

“If you own a Mac then MYOB is 
the best accounts package we 
have seen for the UK market.”

“New workflow enhancements make 
it easy to control your stock – overall, 
this is a fantastic accounting package”

MYOB enables you to set up several different bank accounts and import your statements directly into these accounts. 

It only takes a couple of quick clicks for you 
to customise your forms with your own 
logos and company information.
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